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Statement on Violation of International Law in the Detention of 

Venezuela’s Head of State 

Organization for Defending Victims of Violence 

We are writing to express our profound condemnation of the recent military intervention 

by the United States against the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, which resulted in the 

illegal abduction and forced transfer of its constitutional President. This unprecedented 

act constitutes a multi-layered violation of the international legal architecture and the UN 

Charter. 

1. Violation of Sovereignty and the UN Charter 

The military assault is a flagrant breach of Article 2(4) of the UN Charter, which strictly 

prohibits the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political 

independence of any state. By bypassing the UN Security Council, this unilateral military 

action undermines the principle of sovereign equality and the fundamental rule of non-

intervention in the domestic affairs of sovereign nations. 

2. The Impact of Illegal Unilateral Coercive Measures (UCMs) 

This aggression must be viewed within the context of years of illegal, unilateral sanctions 

imposed by the United States. These UCMs have already severely crippled Venezuela’s 

infrastructure and economy, violating the Venezuelan people's right to development and 

their right to health and life. We emphasize that this recent military escalation and its 

subsequent chaos will exacerbate the suffering of an already fragile economy. The most 

vulnerable populations—including children, the elderly, and those with chronic 

illnesses—are the primary victims of these policies. Such actions, combining economic 

warfare with direct military force, constitute a collective punishment of the civilian 

population, which is prohibited under international humanitarian and human rights law. 

3. Arbitrary Detention and Illegal Transfer 

The capture and extraterritorial transfer of the President constitute a "transnational 

kidnapping". This act violates Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights (ICCPR) regarding the right to liberty and security of person. Any detention 
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resulting from a violation of international law or the exercise of fundamental rights is, by 

definition, arbitrary. Furthermore, the immunity of a sitting Head of State is a well-

established principle of customary international law (as reaffirmed by the ICJ), which 

cannot be disregarded through domestic judicial instruments of a foreign power. 

4. Breach of the Right to Self-Determination 

Under Article 1 of the ICCPR, the people of Venezuela have the inalienable right to 

determine their own political status. The removal of a seated president by foreign military 

force is a direct assault on the democratic will and the self-determination of the 

Venezuelan people. 

We urgently request your respective mandate to: 

1. Issue a joint statement condemning the use of force and the violation of 

Venezuela’s sovereignty. 

2. Conduct an immediate investigation into the legality of the President's detention 

and demand his immediate release based on the principles of international 

immunity and due process. 

3. Report on the humanitarian consequences of this escalation, particularly how it 

compounds the damage already caused by years of illegal unilateral sanctions. 

4. Uphold the Rule of Law over "the rule of might" to prevent a dangerous precedent 

that threatens the stability of all sovereign nations. 

The international community cannot permit the erosion of the UN Charter's core 

principles.  

We look forward to your urgent intervention. 

Thank you. 

 


